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Part of the Derbyshire Local Offer for Learners with SEND and Esteem Multi -

Academy Trust  

The vis ion for the South Derbyshire Support Centre is to create a f irst class, holist ic 

educational establishment that re -engages vulnerable children b ack in to learning. We 

wholeheartedly bel ieve that the most vulnerable young people in our community deserve 

to have the same high standards of education as their peers. Our aim is to equip every child 

with the necessary knowledge and skil ls to enable succ essful integration back into 

mainstream education or for our Key Stage 4 pupils,  to successfully transition into 

education, training or employment.  

What types of SEN do we provide for?  

We are an Alternative Provis ion Academy based in South Derbyshire,  prov iding educat ion 

for pupi ls  who are  at  r isk of  permanent  exclus ion,  or who have been permanently  

excluded from mainstream schools .   We cater  for  young people f rom age 5 to 16 years 

o ld .  

Our  pupi ls  have a wide range of  needs including:   

•  Social ,  emot ional  and mental  health dif f icult ies  

•  Cognit ion and learning  

•  Communicat ion and interact ion  

•  Sensory and/or physical  needs  

 

How do we identify SEND? 

A chi ld or young person has SEND if  they have a learning d if f iculty or d isabi l ity which 

ca l ls  for specia l  ed ucat ional  provision to  be made for them. A chi ld or young person of  

compulsory school age has a learn ing di f f iculty or d isabi l ity i f  they:   

•  Have a s ign if icant ly  greater d if f icu lty in  learning than the majority of  others of  

the same age.  

or   

•  Have a d isabi l ity which prevents or hinders  them from making use of  

educat ional  faci l i t ies  of  a k ind general ly provided for others of  the same age in 

mainstream schools or mainstream post -16 inst itut ions.   

Some of  our  pupi ls  have an Education,  Health  and Care P lan which  c learly  detai ls  their  

specia l  education needs,  approaches to meet ing these needs and required provis ions.   
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We are able to support  appl icat ions for young people who have not yet  been awarded an 

EHCP and who present as having an area of  Special  Educational  Need or Disabi l ity .  

 

Who is our special  educational needs co -ordinator (SENCO) and how can she 

be contacted? 

The South Derbyshire  Support  Centre SENCo is  Abigai l  Carr .   She is  contactable v ia the 

main school off ice on 01283 550667 or  emai l  acarr@sdsc.derbyshire.sch.uk   or 

acarr@fountains.staffs .sch.uk    

 

What is  our approach to teaching pupils with SEN?  

We organise our classes  by Key Stage;  they are taught in  smal l  groups which enables  us  

to  ensure appropriate  numbers of  staff  and faci l i tate d if ferent approaches to  learn ing.  

Th is i s  h ighly personal ised and teachers use a wide range of  strategies  to enable pupi ls  

to  access the curr icu lum, th i s  might  include us ing:   

•  Personal ised Literacy & Numeracy Interventions  

•  Social  and Emotional  Learning intervent ions –  GRIT Curricu lum 

•  Student  Support  and wel l -being of fer  

•  I -pads,  lap tops or other alternative  technologica l  devices   

•  Posit ive behaviour reward s systems  

•  Sel f -regulat ion sess ions us ing Thrive ® - a developmental  and trauma -sensit ive  

approach  

•  Sensory integrat ion programmes and (equipment)  

•  Structured and Precis ion Teaching  

•  Occupat ional  Therapy Assessments  (Chi ldren’s Choice Therapy)  

•  Smal l  group classes –  an opportunity for 1 :1 as  needed  

•  Educat ional  Visits ,  Community based learning e .g.  co l lege,  and careers v is its   

•  Reward and enr ichment opportunit ies  

•  Zones of  Regulat ion strategies  

• Educat ional  Psychology Assessments  

 

How do we adapt the curriculum and  learning environment? 

The curricu lum is  inc lus ive,  chi ld centred and caters for al l  pupi ls ,  with the vast  major ity 

being low prior attaining compared to their  mainstream peers,  due largely to  Specia l  

Educat ional  Needs (d iagnosed and undiagnosed),  gaps in education and other associated 

Social ,  Emot ional  and Mental  Health di f f icult ies .    

mailto:acarr@sdsc.derbyshire.sch.uk
mailto:acarr@fountains.staffs.sch.uk
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Al l  pupi ls  are  supported to help rebuild  some of  the basic knowledge and ski l l s  for l i fe,  to 

support  reintegrat ion into  mainstream education where appropr iate or appropr iate  post -

16 education or employment .  With in al l  key stages,  we p lace an emphasis on core 

subjects ,  MyFutures and ra is ing asp irat ions through ambit ious dest inat ions for Post  16 to 

ensure the pupils  remain in  education,  training and employment when they leave u s.  

Pupi ls  are supported to develop into well -rounded c it izens and where this needs 

development,  targeted intervention is  in i t iated such as  

•  Thrive and Zones of  Regulat ion  

•  Focused Learning strategies and Key Worker sessions  

•  FASST (Fami ly and Student Support  Team) support  

•  Raising Aspirat ions  

•  YES (Youth Engagement Scheme) programmes  

Across  the curr iculum, pupi ls  are able to  access  a mult itude of  curricu lum and extra 

curricu lar exper iences to broaden their  cu ltural  capita l .  Th is  inc ludes a focus on the 

Nationa l  Curricu lum but a lso focuses on pupi ls  Socia l  Ski l l s ,  personal  development and 

SMSC needs and includes opportunit ies  for learning experiences away f rom the Centre.  

The main teaching spaces are at  ground f loor level  and are wheelchair  access ible .  The 

specia l ist  Thr ive room provides appropr iate nuture space to support  students  with 

regulat ion and sensory needs.  There are  disabled to i let  faci l i t ies .  Pupi ls  are able to  

access excel lent  IT  equipment including desk tops,  laptops and iPads.  Outs ide there are 

range of  recreation areas,  outdoor exercise  equipment and an a l l -weather  MUGA.  

 

How do we consult  parents of pupils with SEN and involve them in their  

child’s education?  

The success of  our pupils  re l ies on strong l inks between school staff ,  governors,  pupi ls ,  

parents/carers and other  profess ionals .   

Parents/carers have the opportunity to consult :  

•  At any t ime by telephoning and/or making an appointment with the relevant 

member of  staff   

•  At parent/teacher interviews twice a year  

•  Annually at  the EHCP review meet ing 

•  At Chi ld in  Need meet ings  arranged as needed  

We also invite parents into the Support  Centre  dur ing the pupil  induct ion process  and to 

specif ic ce lebrat ion and awards events involv ing their  son/daughter ’s  achievements.   
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How do we consult  pupils with SEN and involve them in their  education?  

Pupi ls  have the opportunity to consult  about their  educat ion through:  

•  Parents/progress  evenings  twice per year  

•  Dai ly focussed learning lessons  

•  Ind iv idual  careers meetings in KS3 and KS4  

•  Discreet  careers education fo l lowing the My Futures programmes of  study  

•  Giving their  views for EHCP Annual  reviews and where appropriate  attending  

•  Through their  Personal  Learn ing P lan and Transit ion P lan  

•  Pupi ls  special  interests  and ta lents are  supported through indiv idual  pathways 

that  nurture and develop them as individuals  

•  Through the Student Counci l  and contribut ing to MAT regional  events  

 

How do we assess and review pupils’  progress towards their  outcomes?  

We cont inual ly monitor pupil  progress  in  a number of  ways.   

Short  term targets and agreed outcomes are  monitored by teachers  through dai ly  

Personal ised Learning  sess ions and recorded on Earwig each hal f  term. These are a lso 

reviewed annual ly  i f  the student has an  EHCP review. This process  is  overseen by the 

SENCo and Data Manag er.  We ensure our standards of  judgement  by moderat ing work in 

school,  with  other  Support  Centres  within the  Esteem Mult i -Academy Trust  schools.  We 

scrut inise  the work of  pupi ls  throughout the year to ensure that  pupi ls ’  learn ing is  

chal lenging,  relevant a nd access ible .  

 

How do we support pupils with transitions and preparation for adulthood?  

Prepar ing our pupils  for the next  stages of  their  l i fe is  hugely  important .  Th is  can be 

t ransit ion  into the school or moving on to  another school,  co l lege,  tra in ing pr ovider  or  

moving into employment .   

South Derbyshire  Support  Centre  is  committed to working in partnersh ip with young 

people,  fami l ies and other providers to ensure posit ive transit ions occur .  Transit ion s 

involve a range of  bespoke opportunit ies  and vis its  so  that  students can feel  emot ional ly 

prepared and experience success for their  next  steps.   

The t ransit ion  process  from school to adulthood begins  early in  Key Stage 3 with the 

start  of  a Person -Centred Transit ion P lan which wil l  be discussed at  parent meet ings 

and/or EHCP Annual  reviews. Pupi ls  wi l l  invest igate di f ferent sett ings  from aged 16 

onwards with consultat ion from the careers  service.   
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How do we support pupils with SEN to improve their  emotional and social  

development?  

Pupi l  Wel lbeing is  an important area of  learning for  our  pupi ls  i f  they are to achieve their  

best  and be part  of  the community.   

The school has  trained HOPE (Help ing Our Pupils ’  Emot ions) pract it ioners and has direct  

access to the Esteem Family and Student  Support .   

Pupi ls  are supported through:  

•  An emphasis on developing GRIT  –  resi l ience and perseverance in re lat ion to 

their  school work and bui lding posit ive re lat ionships  

•  Personal ,  Social  and Health Education lessons  

•  For some pupi ls  the inclusion of  lunch  and break t imes as part  of  the taught day 

where pupi ls  are supported to learn and pract ise socia l  sk i l l s   

•  Social  Emotional  Learn ing curr icu lum  

•  Emot ion Coaching where staff  model appropr iate behaviour and use posit ive 

reinforcement  

•  Smal l  class s izes which  enables pupils  to feel  conf ident  in  speaking out  

•  Regular  opportunit ies to access the community enabl ing pupils  to learn 

appropr iate social  behaviours  

•  High qual ity assessments of  pupi ls’  socia l  and emotional  needs leading to design 

of  intervent ion resource s.  Use of  RCADS to provide a base - l ine  assessment 

which supports the appropr iate intervent ions  

•  The Thrive Approach -  a dynamic,  developmental  and trauma -sensit ive approach 

to  meeting the emotional  and socia l  needs of  chi ldren and young people  

•  Wide range of  c lass-based resources to support  pupi l  wel l -being e .g.  zones of  

regulat ion d isp lays in  each c lassroom  

•  School Counci l  meetings every half  term.  

•  Praise S l ips  reward system  

•  Virtual  PSHE themed Key Stage assemblies on current issues  

•  Weekly key stage and whol e school rewards assemblies  

 

How do we involve other organisations in meeting the needs of pupils with 

SEN and supporting their  families?  

Working with other professionals  i s  crucia l  in  meeting the needs of  our pupi ls.  Most of  

these,  work direct ly with our staff  so they can del iver programmes of  support  on a dai ly 

bas is.   We have access to  a number of  other  profess ionals i f  needed, these include:   

•  Speech and Language Therapy NHS  

•  Physiotherapy NHS  
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•  Occupat ional  Therapy (Chi ldren’s  Choice  -  funded by school)  

•  School Nurse (Local  School Nurse Team  

•  Children’s  Disabi l ity Social  Work Team  

•  Educat ion Psychologist   

•  Sensory Support  -  V isual  Impairment and Hear ing Impairment Support  

•  Child and Adolescent Mental  Health Services (CAMHS)  

•  Diet ic ian  

•  Epi lepsy and Diabetes Nu rsing Teams  

•  Community Learning Disabi l ity Team  

•  Esteem FASST –  Fami ly and Student  Support  Team  

•  I f  necessary we are able  to cal l  on  more specia l ist  advice  i f  a  need arises  

 

Who can young people and parents contact if  they have a query or concern?  

The success of  our pupils  re l ies on strong l inks between school staff ,  governors,  t rustees,  

pupi ls ,  parents/carers and other professionals .   We cont inual ly develop our pract ice to  

improve outcomes for our pupi ls  and welcome suggest ions f rom these groups to  enhance 

our provis ion.  

I f  you have any quest ions about our contr ibut ion to the Derbyshire Local  Offer/  Esteem 

Mult i -Academy offer  please contact :   

Gareth Al len,  Headteacher or Abigai l  Carr,  Ass istant  Head/SENCo  

More informat ion about the Derbyshire Loca l  Offer is  avai lab le on their  website  

https://www.localoffer .derbyshire.gov.uk/home.aspx   

Our  SEND Information wi l l  be reviewed and updated annual ly .  

 

https://www.localoffer.derbyshire.gov.uk/home.aspx

